Notes
Lucknow, the capital of the old kingdom of Oudh3 is situated
on the Goomtee, a tributary of the Ganges.
13. pibroch. The clan tunes played on the bagpipes. The
various clans have their own tunes (cf. 1. 46).
17. the Indian tiger . . . the jungle-serpent, i.e. the mutinous
Sepoys.
THE LAST REDOUBT
Alfred Austin (1835-1913), became Poet Laureate in 1896,
in succession to Tennyson. His life was uneventful: he was
called to the Bar, but did not practise, and he travelled ex-
tensively. He wrote many books both of prose and verse. The
present poem is taken from Narrative Poems, 1891.
Mehemet AH Pasha (who must not be confounded with his
more famous namesake, the Pasha of Egypt from 1805 to 1848)
was a French convert to Islam, called originally Karl Detroit
(b. 1827). He was an energetic and successful general of the
Turkish army. During the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-8 he
commanded the main army in Bulgaria, where (Sept. 3, 1877)
he defeated the Russians (under the Tsarevich, afterwards
Alexander III) at Katzelevo on the Lorn, (a tributary of the
Danube). On Sept. 7, 1878, he was assassinated in Diakova.
9. Muscovite. An archaic name for Russian.
20. a kauri's breast. The Mohammedan idea of Paradise
includes the society of divinely beautiful nymphs; the word
signifies literally 'with eyes like a gazelle's5.
52. Bismillah. In Allah's name.
54. the jackal's scratch. A continual fear in the sandy soil of
deserts. It is possible that pyramids were evolved from the
cairns raised to guard bodies from the jackal.
RAMON
Francis Bret Harte (1839-1902), a prolific and original writer
both of prose and verse. Born in New York State, he went in
1854 to California, where he tried successively teaching, gold-
mining, and journalism. His career as an author began with
sketches of mining life, which are still amongst his most popular
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